Appl No.: 09/931,009 

Amdt. After Final Rejection dated October 15, 2004 
Reply to Office Action of October 6, 2004 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-4 are pending herein. Claims 5-11 have been canceled without 
prejudice or disclaimer. 

1 . Claims 1-4 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph. 
In particular, the Examiner suggested adding the article "the" before "synovial cells". 
Claim 1 has been appropriately amended and is believed to be in full compliance 
with §112. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the rejection of Claims 1-4 
under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, be withdrawn. 

2. Claims 5-7 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) over Stuber et al. 
(U.S. Patent 5,478,810), and Claims 5-9 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) and 
over Stuber et al. (U.S. Patent 5,478,810). 

As noted above, Claims 5-9 have been cancelled. Therefore, it is 
respectfully submitted that the rejections of Claims 5-9 are moot. Accordingly, it is 
respectfully requested that the rejections of Claims 5-7 under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) 
over Stuber et al., and Claims 5-9 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) over Stuber et al., be 
withdrawn. 
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3. With respect to the telephone interview on August 23, 2004, the 
Applicant regrets any misunderstanding regarding allowance of Claims 7-9. In this 
regard, it is noted herewith that the Amendment was filed on the same day as the 
date of interview i.e., August 23, 2004, and the Interview Summary dated August 
23, 2004, was not received by the undersigned from the PTO, a copy of which was 
obtained recently directly from the PTO website. 

CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted that Claims 1-4 
are in condition for allowance. Withdrawal of the rejections and allowance of 
these claims are earnestly solicited. 

It is believed that no fee is due for this submission. However, should 
that determination be incorrect, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any deficiencies, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account 
No. 01-0433, and notify the undersigned in due course. 
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Should the Examiner have any questions or wish to discuss further this 
matter, please contact the undersigned at the telephone number provided 
below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 31,809 



Law Office - Dinesh Agarwal, P.C. 
5350 Shawnee Road, Suite 330 
Alexandria, Virginia 22312 
Telephone: (703) 642-9400 
Facsimile: (703) 642-9402 

DA/jv 
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